
A brief report on 3rd NICRA Annual Review workshop field visit to RARS, 

Tirupati on 03-09-2015 

  A three days 3rd NICRA Annual Review workshop held was organised at Agricultural Research 

Station, Ananthapuramu from 1-3 September 2015. Around 60 scientists from all the NICRA 

programme centres in 23 states in India were participated  in the review workshop. In this 

connections as per the scheduled programme, on third day i.e., 3rd September 2015 a field visit was 

organised in Regional Agricultural Research Station, Tirupati for all the delegate participants. 

Dr.T.Giridhara Krishna, Associate Director of Research and all the Scientists of RARS, Tirupati 

participated in the field visit and discussed with the delegates. Dr.A.Ramakrishna Rao, Senior 

Scientist (Entomology) and Dr.P.Maheswara Reddy, Scientist (Agronomy), RARS, Tirupati coordinated 

the delegates during the field visit.  

 Details of the field visits and observations made were : 

 Groundnut breeding plots and Dharani fields and inquired about the drought tolerant 

qualities of Dharani variety  

 Visited redgram fields and observed the TRG 38 variety in its vegetative growth stage 

 visited land configuration experiment with different types of mulches for groundnut crop 

and observed the growth of crop with organic mulching and plastic mulching 

 visited Farm pond experiments and details were noted on the cost of construction of farm 

pond and water availability in the farm pond.  

 Delegates visited Institute of Frontier Technology building and observed all the laboratories 

in the building. Delegates were explained about the marker assisted breeding for disease 

resistant varieties development, nano technology research, bio pesticides research   and 

multiplication and liquid bio-fertilizers. 

 delegates were explained about the weather based agro advisory information sharing to 

farmers though SMS and for others through email on biweekly basis 

 

Feedback from the Delegates: 

 Field trials on groundnut and pulses were systematic and well planned. The ongoing 

experiments were advanced and will help to solve many of the field level problems being 

faced by the farmers  

 mulching experiment in Groundnut is a useful climate change mitigating technology and will 

be suitable for large scale adoption in the semi arid regions 

 laboratory facilities in Institute of Frontier technology building for conduction biotechnology 

research, nano technology research and soil management studies are well established and 

can facilitate for conducting advanced studies  

 drought tolerant characters of Dharani groundnut variety is more a better technological 

option to mitigate long dry spells under rainfed cultivation and can be cultivated in all the 

dry areas of the country   



Photographs of the field visit 

 

Photo: Interacting with delegates in the RARS groundnut field trials 

 

 

Photo: Delegates observing the plastic mulch field and discussing with the Scientists 
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